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became known that the threatening attitude of Russia had
not sufficed to prevent Austria from declaring war on Ser-
bia. Undoubtedly the change in Sazonov's feeling was
primarily brought about by this step on the part of the
Vienna Cabinet." u
But it is quite possible that Sazonov's change of attitude
went even further than a decision to put into effect a partial
mobilization—that he now reluctantly accepted the view
of the military authorities that a European war had be-
come inevitable and that a general, instead of a partial,
mobilization should be adopted. This is the view of Dobro-
rolski, who says:
On July 28, the day of the Austrian declaration of war
•on Serbia, Sazonov's optimism vanishes at a stroke. He is
filled with the idea that a general war is inevitable, and in-
forms lanushkevich that one must no longer delay with the
mobilization of our army, . . * that he was even astonished
that it had not begun sooner.15
To be sure, Sazonov was aware that any precipitate
general mobilization on Russia's part, directed against Ger-
many as well as against Austria, might have a bad effect
upon public opinion in France and England if it should be-
come known; but, on the other hand, he had just received
from Paleologue the renewed declaration of French support,
and there was the encouraging news from Sir Edward Grey
that the British fleet had been ordered to remain concen-
trated instead of dispersing to its normal peace-time posi-
tions.10 Sazonov also knew that a Russian general mobili-
zation would almost certainly lead to a German general
i* Comment of Pourtal&s on the German edition of Dobrorolski, p. 38.
is Dobrorolski, p, 104 (German ed, p. 23). In his own memoirs Sazo-
nov says (p. 188) that the Russian Government and public opinion was
now convinced on July 28 that war was "inevitable." Chelius likewise tele-
graphed to the Kaiser on July 29 (KJX, 344) that "in the entourage of
the Tsar. .. since the declaration of war, they consider a general war
almost inevitable,"	«B.DM 177, 247.

